THE PRINTERS ENCOUNTER
THE RENAISSANCE

THE first road taken by the printers beyond the
Rhine Valley led over the Alps to Italy. There the
REVIVAL OF LEARNING had become a social as well
as an intellectual factor in the life of the upper
classes. The fact that this intellectual movement
did not penetrate low enough to create a numerous
book-buying public, could hardly have been fore-
seen by the men who came from the busy Rhine
cities. The consequence was that many of them
worked themselves straight into bankruptcy by
printing numerous editions of the literary classics.
A season of bad weather and poor harvests brought
hard times and a reorganization of the printing
business. Those who survived were successful be-
cause they changed the character of the books they
put out,, to meet the real interests of the people who
could afford to patronize them. Treatises on the art
of war, on mathematics and astrology, took the
place of the ancient classics.

C0KRAD SWEYNHEYM and ARNOLD PANNARTZ Set

up the first press in Italy, at the Benedictine monas-
tery of SUBIACO. One book was completed before
the end of September, 1465, besides a "Donatus
pro pueraliSy" of which no copy is known, and which
was doubtless Issued as a sample of what they could